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own experience Mr. Gladstone clings to the belief that a great
balance of good has been obtained from the change.
Mr. Gladstone fully appreciates the importance of Your
Majesty's remarks concerning the dwellings of the people : and
it is a cause of satisfaction that there is now less cause than ever
to apprehend that the interests connected with these subjects
can be put in jeopardy by the conflicts of parties. Mr. Gladstone
believes that his own colleagues are fully impressed with the
necessity of using, or encouraging the use of, public powers, for
preventing the existence of dwellings unfit for human habitation,
and also, within the limits of their legitimate province, for
promoting the improvement of what may be termed the homes of
labour. No better example, so far as he knows, has up to this
time been set, than that which was set by the Municipality of
Glasgow some years back upon the occasion when Glasgow
College was removed to its present imposing site, and when the
neighbouring quarter of this City was reconstructed.
Mr. Gladstone will not fail to communicate with Sir Charles
Dilke, as the head of the Local Government Board, on the subject
of Your Majesty's letter. He himself does not doubt that improve-
ments in Local Government, which he trusts are near at hand,
will lead to a sensible progress in this great subject.
Mr. Gladstone was sure Your Majesty would be much shocked
at the two explosions in London. It is difficult to understand how
even the lowest wretches of mankind should set [blank in
copy] which is at once so brutal, so irrational, so cowardly,
and even so contemptible. Sir W. Harcourt1 is, as Your
Majesty is aware, fully alive to his duties in the matter : and it
is difficult to suppose, where the heart and mind of the people
are so sound, that these outrages can be multiplied without
detection, or that detection, once attained, will not tell power-
fully against repetition.
1004 (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
HAWARDEN. 4th Nov. 1883.
. . . The Queen's doubt certainly seems to me judicious.
The celebration of a Luther Festival seems perfectly natural in
Germany, where he is a great national hero and not merely a
* Home Secretary.